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PROCEEDINGS. 


EMMITTSBURG, October 17th, 1837. 


Tue clerical and lay-members of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Mary- 
land, assembled in this place on Saturday, the 15th inst. 

In.the afternoon divine service was performed and a discourse delivered by 
Rev. Mr. FincxeE , of East Pennsylvania Synod. On the evening of the same 
day, a religious meeting was held, when several brethren delivered exhorta- 
tions to the people. 


On Lord’s day morning, a public prayer meeting was held at 8 o’clock, in 
the lecture-room. 

Public worship commenced at 10 o’clock, when the President delivered a 
sermon on the text, Acts xv, 6—‘‘And the Apostles and Elders came together 
for to consider of this matter.”” He was followed by Rev. Dr. Kurtz, ina 
sacramental discourse in the German language. After which, the Lord’s 


Supper was administered to a very large number of communicants. The 
exercises were solemn and interesting. 


At the same hour, Brother J. Winter preached in the Methodist Splecopel 
Church, on the text, Colossians li, 6. 

In the afternoon, at 2 o’clock, Brother C. Scharrer preached the “refor-— 
mation sermon,” according to appointment. Text, Prov. v, 3—13. 

At night, Brother B. Kurtz officiated. Text—2 Kings iv, 26. 

Brother F, Sprincer preached at Taneytown on Lord’s day morning. 


Text, John i, 12. In the afternoon, he preached at Hawk’s church. Text, 
Matt. vi, 20, 21. 


Monpay Morninc—Half past 8 o'clock. 


The members of the Synod assembled in the church. The session was 
opened by singing, and prayer by the President. F 


The roll was then called, and the ministers present answered to their 
names. 
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The following is a list of the present Members of this Synod. 


CLERICAL. LAY-DELEGATES. 
1. Rey. D. Kurtz, D.D. Baltimore. | Mr. G. Bortz, Cumberland. 
2. B. Kurtz, P. ScHLosser, Middletown. 
8. J. Kenzer, Cumberland. §S. Spickcer, Clearspring. 
4. * M.Wacurer, Middletown. | Col. Kemp, Baltimore. 
5. J. Winter, Clearspring. Mr. J. Frery, Hagerstown. 
6. J.G. Morris, Baltimore. P. Campuer, Lovetsville, Va. 
7. © L. EIrcHELBERGER, Win- D. Tritce, Smithsburg. 
chester, Va. (absent, exc’d) « F. Loenr, Frederick city. 
8. “.C, F. Scharrer, Hagers- H. JAacoss, Greencastle, Pa. 
town. « J. EtcHELBERGER, Woodsbo- | 
9. Haver, Lovetsville, Va. rough. 
10. J.P. Smithstown. D. Hicks, Clearspring. 
11, N. W. Garner, Rhine- Jacos Boonsbo- 
beck, N. Y. (absent. ) rough. 
12. §.Harkey, Frederick city. | Josern Smitn, Martinsburg, Va. 
13. J.HARpPEL, Greencastle,Pa. I. BAauGHER, Taneytown. 
14. “ R.WetsEerR, Woodsborough. 
15. “ F. Sprincer, Clearspring. Jacosp ScH#FFeR was admitted 
16. “ §S. OSwa.p, Boonsborcagh, as a Commissioner from the Man- 


(absent—excused. ) chester District. 
17. Martin, (admitted this 
gsession,) Martinsburg. 
18. E. (admitted this | 
session,) Taneytown. 
19. D. F. (admitted 
this session,) absent. 
20. “ T.Srorcx, (admitted this 
session,) Winchester, Va. 
21. W. SmitrH, (admitted this 
session. ) 
22. D. Hernia, (admitted this 
. session,) Preston Co. Va. 


The President now read his Report, for which, see Appendix. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That Brother Martin, from the West Pennsylvania Synod, be 
admitted as a member of this body. | 

The election of officers for the ensuing year now took place, which resulted 
as follows: 

Rev’d J. G. MORRIS, President. 
« J. KEHLER, Secretary. 
«J. P. CLINE, Treasurer. 

Rev. B. Kurtz introduced the Rev. Mr. Notuav, a missionary from Ger- 
many to the North American Indians. Rev. Mr. Nollau was cordially greeted 
by the Synod, and received as an advisory member. 

Rev. Mr. Greer, of the Presbyterian Church, Rev. Dr. Scumucuenr, Rev. 
Mr. Finke, and Rev. B. Keizer, delegates from West Pennsylvania Synod, 
were respectfully introduced and admitted as advisory members. 
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On motion, 


Resolved, That the portion of the proceedings, embracing the resolutions of 
the last Synod only, be read by the Secretary, which was accordingly done. 
Rev. M. FrisuHer, of the German Reformed Church, was introduced to the 
Synod by Brother KeLver, and admitted as an advisory member. 
Communications, addressed to the Synod, were now called for by the Pre- 
sident, which were distributed among the following committees: 
ist Committee, on President’s Report, Rev. B. Kurtz and Col. Kemp. 


6th 


7th 


8th 
9th 


10th 


lith 


12th 
13th 


14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 


on Minutes of General Synod, Dr. Kurtz and Mr. Eichelberger. 

on Minutes of New York Synod, Rev. M. Wachter and J. 
Schechter. 

on Minutes of West Pennsylvania Synod, Rev. J. Winter and 
Mr. Fiery. : 

on Minutes of East Pennsylvania Synod, Rev. C. F. Scheffer 
and G. Bortz. 

on Minutes of Hartwick Synod, Rev. D. Hauer and P. Cam- 
pher. 

on Minutes of N. Carolina Synod, Rev’d J. P. Cline and D 

Tritle. 

on Minutes of Maryland Synod, Rev. Mr. Harkey & F. Loehr. 

on Minutes of Evangelical Synod of Ohio, Rev. J. Harpel and 
Mr. Jacobs. 

on Proceedings of Missionary Society of New York Synod, 
Rev. R. Weiser and Mr. Hicks. 

on Synod of the West, Rev. F. Springer and J. Smith. 

on German Synod of Ohio, Rev. Mr. Martin and I. Baugher. 

on Letter of Mr. Eichelberger, Reverend Messrs. Keller and 

Harkey. 

on Letter of Mr. Harbaugh, Rev. Mr. Wachter and P. Schlosser. 

Letters, marked 1, 2, Rev. Messrs. Springer and Storck. 

Papers, marked 3, 4, Rev. Mr. Cline and D. Tritle. 

Rev. Mr. Springer’s Journal, Rev, Messrs. Winter and Cline 
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On motion of Rev. S. W. Harkey, 

Resolved, That a committee of three clerical and two lay brethren be ap- 
pointed to receive the Parochial Reports from the brethren, and engross them, 
and that these reports embrace, in addition to the number of congregations, 
baptisms, confirmations, communicants, Sunday schools, and deaths—I1st, Sun- 
day school teachers and scholars, male and female; 2d, number of books in 
library; 3d, general state of the school; 4th, number of Bible classes, and of 

- | whom and what number coinposed; 5th, number of prayer meetings; 6th, 
_-_ general state of religion in the pastoral district, and whatever else may be 
2 | interesting. Committee, Messrs. Harkey, Scheffer, Winter, Baugher, and Fiery. 


Synod adjourned to meet at half past 1 o’clock. Prayer by Brother Hauer. : 
The Secretary preached on Monday at 11 o’clock. Text, Gal.vi, 14. 
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_ which it appears, that the brethren have been attentive to their duties. — 


| 


SECOND SESSION.—Half past 1 o'clock, afternoon. 


Opened with prayer by Brother Scheffer. 

The President appointed Rev. Messrs. Wachter and Harpel to examine Rev. 
E. Keller’s sermon and journal; and likewise Rev’d Messrs. Scheffer and 
Springer, to examine Brother Martin’s sermon and journal. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That Brother Oswald be excused for non-attendance. 

The Committees were now called upon to report: i 


COMMITTEE lI. 


The Committee appointed to examine the Annual Address of the President, 
would recommend the Address to the adoption of the Synod, and herewith 
make a motion to that effect. 

They would respectfully remind the Synod, that two pastoral districts are 
reported by the President to be vacant, and recommend these districts to the 
immediate attention of the Synod. The districts alluded to are Williamsport 
and Manchester. 

The Committee entirely agree with the President, that although the consti- 
tution of the Synod makes no provision for ad interim licensures, yet the long 
continued usage of the church authorizes it, and we are of opinion that the 
right of granting such licenses ought to be vested in the President by some 
express statute, but that the right ought to be exercised only in cases of great 
necessity, always with caution, and never within three months of an ap- 
proaching Synod; they, therefore, oifer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the right of ad interim licensure is herewith vested in the 
President, with the understanding that he exercise this right only in cases of 
emergency, always with caution, and never within three months of an ap- 


proaching Synod. 


The report was accepted and the resolution passed. 


COMMITTEE II. 


The Committee appointed to report on the Proceedings of the Ninth General 
Synod, state—That this body assembled in June, 1837, at Hagerstown, where 
ten clerical and six lay-members appeared, who were regularly appointed by 
the different Synods: | 

1. The transactions of the various synodical meetings were given to com- 
mittees appointed for that purpose, who reported on their contents; from 

2. The Committee further report, that the Synod of Hartwick has expressed 
a deep interest in the establishment of a foreign mission, and a desire of 
operating with the General Synod in that establishment. 
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3. A resolution was passed, by which the Hymn Book concern be directed, 


if they deem it advisable, to reduce the price of the Hymn Book. 


4. A committee was appointed, to take into consideration, to provide for 
deceased and superannuated ministers, their widows, and children; which re- 
ported favorably on the subject, and trustees were appointed for that purpose. 


5. A Foreign Missionary Society was established at this meeting, to carry 
the word of God into Heathen lands, and a constitution adopted. 


) 6. The Parent and Education Societies held their meetings at the same time 
| and place. 


| 7. A great variety of other matter, for the good of the church, was trans- 

: acted, which would be too lengthy to report upon. 

| 8. The present officers of the General Synod are—Rev. Dr. Bachman, Pre- 
sident; 4. Lochman, Sec’y; Mr. S. Buehler, Treasurer. 


D. KURTZ, 
J. EICHELBERGER, Committee. 


COMMITTEE IIL. 


The Committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the Forty-first Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of the state of New-York, held in 
. New Germantown on the 10th and following days of September,-1836, beg 
leave respectfully to report, that they have perused said Minutes, but find that 
the business transacted was of a local nature, not specially affecting this Sy- 
nod. The officers elected were, Dr. 4. Wackerhagen, President; Rev. H. N. 
Pohlman, Secretary; Rev. F. W. Geissenhainer, Treasurer. 


M. WACHTER, 2... 
J. SCHECHTER, Committee. 


COMMITTEE IV. 


The Committee appointed to examine and report upon the Proceedings of 
: the West Pennsylvania Synod respectfully beg leave to submit the following: 
{ | That this Synod held its Annual Meeting in Lewistown, Mifflin county, 
im Penn. on the 29th September, 1836. 
| The number of ministers present was fifty. 
! | The officers elected were the following: William Yeager, President; G. A. 
} Reichert, Secretary; J. Martin, Treasurer. 
: They have under their charge 138 congregations; baptized 2,333 infants, 
adults 86; confirmed 935; communicants 11,448; buried 415; Sunday schools 59. 
The following contributions were paid into the treasury synodical: $175 83; 
Education society, $393 35; Missionary society, $399 56. 
The Committee find nothing in which the Synod is immediately interested. 
The brethren composing this Synod have evinced a spirit worthy the voca- 


tion wherewith they are called; conference meetings have been frequently 
held, and attended with the happiest resuits. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


JOHN WINTER, itt 
JACOB FIERY, 
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COMMITTEE V. 


The Committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the East Pennsyl- 
vania Synod, respectfully report, that this body held its annual session in 
May, 1837, at Lancaster. It consisted of forty-three clerical and twenty-four 
lay members. The officers elected were—Rev. J. P. Hecht, President; Rev. 
B. German, Secretary; Rev. D. Ulrich, Treasurer. 

The statistical report made to the Synod is as follows:—Congregations 169; 
baptisms 4,708; confirmed 1,887; communicants 23,435; deaths 975; schools 
139. Contributions for the synodical fund $151 744; do. do. Missionary 
fund, $843 744. | 

The Committee has found nothing further in these Minutes that would spe- 
cially interest the members of this body. All which is respectfully submitted. 


CHARLES F. SCHAFFER, 
GEORGE BORTZ, 


Committee. 


COMMITTEE VI. 


The Committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the Hartwick Synod, 
respectfully report, that this Synod held its sixth annual session at Sandlake, 
N. York, on 24th September, 1836. Present thirteen ordained ministers, two 
absent, and two applicants. Officers—Rev. J. D. Lawyer, President; J. L. 
Senderling, Secretary: 7. Lape, Treasurer. 38 congregations; baptisms, 403 
infants, 44 adults; confirmed 257; communicants 4,074; Bible classes 6; Sun- 
day schools 21; scholars 695; temperance societies 17; prayer meetings 53. 

Your Committee are happy to observe, that this respectable and zealous 
body are still actively engaged in their efforts to advance the interests of our 
beloved Zion, as well as of the church of Christ generally. 


D. HAUER, 
P. CAMPHER, Committee. 


COMMITTEE VII. 


The Committee, to whom the Minutes of the last session of the Synod of 
Maryland were referred, beg leave respectfully to report, that the only 
matters which require the attention of Synod at this session, are several 
standing resolutions, which were then passed. They are here transcribed 
and submitted. The Committee also examined the Minutes of our Synod for 
several years back, and found a number of standing resolutions, all of which 
are here submitted. 


S. W. HARKEY, 


F. LOEHR, Committee. 
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COMMITTEE VIII. 


The Committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of North Carolina, would report the following:—This Synod 
held its last session at St. John’s church, Cabarrus county, on the fourth 
Sunday in May last.. This body consisted of ten clerical and seven lay- 
members; and four clerical members were added. The officers elected are— 
Rev. H. Graeber, President; 8. Rothrock, Secretary; Mr. D. Lentz, Treasurer. 

The parochial report, which appears to be defective, is as follows: Churches 
26; confirmations 213; baptisms 364; deaths 71; Sunday schools 10; commu- 
nicants 1,759. This body has resolved to devote more attention, in future, to 
the moral culture of the colored population of their State. They have also 
united with the Synod of South Carolina in the support of the Theological 
Seminary at Lexington, which, we are happy to learn, is in a prosperous con- 
ditiun. Your Committee are sorry to learn, that the last Minutes of this 
body were not forwarded to our sister Synod of North Carolina. Our brethren 
complain of this neglect, and your Committee hope the proper officer will be 
more particular in future upon this subject. The next meeting of this body 
will take place at Zion’s church, Wythe county, Va., on the second Sunday 
in May next, i. e. 1838. 


JOHN P. CLINE, 
DANIEL TRITLE, Committee. 


COMMITTEE IX. 


The Committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the English Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio, &c. beg leave to report, that the first session 
of this body was held at Somerset, Ohio, on the 5th of November, 1836. 
Number of ordained ministers 4; licensed candidates 6. The officers elected 
were—Rev. James Manning, President; Rev. E. Greenwalt, Secretary; Rev. 
Charles Henkel, Treasurer. Parochial report—45 congregations; 280 bap- 
tized; 96 confirmed; 1,173 communicants; 42 deaths; 9 Sunday schools. 

The place of their next meeting is New Philadelphia, Tuscarawas county, 
Ohio, and the time is the first Sunday in November, 1837. 

All which is respectfully submitted, | 


J. HARPEL, 
HENRY JACOBS, Committee. 


COMMITTEE X. 


The Committee on the Annual Report of the New York Missionary and 
Education Society, beg leave to report, that it appears from said report, the 
Lutheran Church in that section are actively engaged in the important work 
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of home missions. The brethren of this Synod have, during the past year, 
supported three missionaries. The attention of the society has been called 
to the German emigrants, of whom there are 20,000 in the city of New York 
alone. Dr. Wackerhagen, Pres’t; W. D. Strobel, Secretary. 


Respectfully submitted. 
R. WEISER, 
M. HICKS, 


COMMITTEE XI, 


The Committee to examine the ‘Proceedings of the second session of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod of the West,”’ report, that these “Proceedings” 
contain nothing having special reference to this body, except several resolutions 
(on page 5) concerning the licensure of a certain Mr. Blumenthal; but as this 
matter received the action of the Maryland Synod last October, at Boonsbo- 
rough, no further notice of it is now required. An enlightened zeal is char- 
acteristic of this Synod, as appears from their proceedings. 


SMITH Committee. 


COMMITTEE 


The Committee appointed to examine the Minutes of the German Lutheran 
Synod of Ohio, beg leave respectfully to report, that, after perusing said 
Minutes, they find that the business transacted was chiefly of a local charac- 
ter, not affecting this body, or relating to it. The officers of that Synod are: 
Rev, M. I. Sieck, President; J. Wagenhals, Secretary, and C Henckle, Treas’r. 
It held its last session at Lancaster, Ohio, on Trinity Sunday and following 
days, 1836. We are rejoiced to see, from these Minutes, that piety is on the 
advance in the churches under their synodical care. They appear to be ac- 
tively engaged in the missionary enterprize, so far as the destitute within 
their synodical bounds are concerned. An Education Society has been es- 
tablished by them, and much zeal is manifested in the support of the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Columbus, Ohio, These Minutes contain also the notice 
of the formation of an English Evangelical Lutheran Synod within the bounds 
of the German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Ohio. 


C. MARTIN, > 
J. BAUGHER, } Committee. 


COMMITTEE XIII. 


The Committee, to whom paper marked [A] was referred, respectfully re- 
port.—that it is a letter from Rev. L. Eichelberger, and as it refers to matters 
of importance, your Committee recommend that it be publicly read before 
Synod. submitted. 


Committee. 


E. KELLER, 
S. W. HARKEY, Committee. 
The letter was accordingly read. 
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COMMITTEE XIV. - 


The committee appointed to examine Letter [B,] beg leave respectfully to 
report, that they have attended to their duty. ‘The letter is from 8. G. Har- 
baugh, in which he declines acting as Director of the Theological Seminary 


at Gettysbure. 
M. WACHTER, 2 (mittee 
P. SCHLOSSER, ¢ 


The resignation of Mr. Harbaugh was accepted. 


COMMITTEE XV. 


Papers marked [1, 2,] are petitions from the Lutheran congregations in 
Waynesboro’, Shepherdstown, and Winchester, respectfully soliciting the next 
session of this body to be held in these respective congregations. 


Respectfully submitted. : 
T. STORCK, 
F. SPRINGER, } Committee, 


All the above reports were accepted. 


Rev. Professor BAUGHER was introduced to Synod, and admitted as an 
advisory member. | 

The President appointed Col. Kemp and Mr. Fiery, to examine the Trea- 
surer’s account, and report thereon. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Harkey, 

Resolved, That it is the imperative and immediate duty of this Synod to 
make vigorous efforts to procure some brother to missionate for one year 
within our bounds. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Kurtz, 

Resolved, That a Missionary committee, to consist of Rev’d B. Kurtz, 
Harkey, and Weiser, be appointed, whose duty it shall be to co-operate with 
the officers of the Home Central Missionary Society, in carrying into effect 
the above resolution, and of obtaining the funds necessary to support said 
missionary. 

Rev. J. N. Horrman, from Chambersburg, was admitted as an advisory 
member. 

The committee appointed to divide the Synod into conference districts, who 
had further time granted, reported the aeliowing | 

Ist. Baltimore and Manchester, . 

2d. Frederick, Taneytown, Middletown, - Woodsborough. 

3d. Hagerstown, Williamsport, Smithsburg, and Boonsborough, 

4th. Clearspring, Cumberland, Greencastle, and Middlebury. 

5th. Winchester, Martinsburg, and Lovetsville. | 

This report was accepted. 
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On motion of Rev. Mr. Harkey, 
Resolved, That the members of this body obligate themselves to raise the 
sum of $300 within six months from this date, to sustain a missionary within 


our bounds, for one year. 


On motion of Rev. Mr. WEtseEr, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to each conference district to meet at 
least twice a year, and that they report their proceedings to the Synod at 
the ensuing meeting; and that it be urgently recommended to each conference 
to meet more punctually in future. 

Brother WeIsER remarked, that he had written a letter to the Synod of 
the West, excusing his non-attendance as a delegate to that Synod, and assured 
them of the good feelings of this Synod towards their brethren of the West. 

Delegates to different Synods were now appointed: Rev. B. Kurtz to 
West Pennsylvania Synod; Rev. L. E1cHELBERGER to as Synod; Rev. 


B. Kurtz to East Pennsylvania Synod. 


DIRECTORS OF THE SEMINARY. 


An election for directors of the Theological Seminary of Gettysburg was 
now held, which resulted as follows:—Rev. C. F. Scheffer elected in the 
Rev. Mr. Finckel’s place, for three*years. Rev. J. Winter re-elected for three 
years. Col. Kemp was re-elected for three years, in place of Samuel Har- 
baugh, resigned. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That we now adjourn until to-night after preaching. 

Prayer by Brother J. N. Horrman. 

Brother WinTER preached at candle-light on Monday. Text, Heb. iv, 16. 


THIRD SESSION, 


After preaching, the Synod met according to adjournment. 

On motion of Brother Ciing, 

Resolved, That sermons be preached at next synodical meeting upon the 
subjects of the Reformation, Temperance, Missions, Sunday Schools, and the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

On motion of Brother WInTER, 

Resolved, That the annual meeting of this Synod, hereafter, commence on 
the Thursday before the third Sunday in October, and that the brethren are 
expected to be at the place of meeting on Wednesday evening. 

On motion of Brother HARKEy, | 

Resolved, That the Synodical sermon be preached on Thursday morning, at 
10 o’clock. 
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On ae Resolved, That the President appoint the brethren to preach the 
sermons on the subjects alluded to. 

Brother Wetser was appointed to preach on Temperance, and Brother 
Haver his alternate; Brother HArKEy on the Reformation, and Brother Keu- 
LER his alternate; Brother WintER on Sunday Schools, and Brother MARTIN 
his alternate; on Missions, Brother C. F. Scharrer, and Brother CrrinE his 
alternate; on the Sacrament, Brother Kurrz, and Brother WacHTER his 
alternate. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That a meeting be held on to-morrow morning at 8 o *clock, for re- 
ligious devotion and pastoral conversation. 

Adjourned until 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Prayer by Brother NoLiav. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO SYNODICAL TREASURY. 


Daniel Tritle, Smithsburg, $8 25 | J. Smith, Shepherdstown, Va. 5 00 
George Bortz, Cumberland, 5 00 | Rev. D. Heilig, ( J. Kehler, ) 
Peter Schlosser, Middletown, 5 00 » Prégton Co., 

Sam’! Spickler, Clearspring, 5 00 | Fred’k Loebr, Frederick City, 10 00 


Col Kemp, Baltimore, 10 00 | Isaac Baugher, Emmittsburg, 7 00 
Jacob Fiery, Hagerstown, 7 00 | Rev. L. Eichelberger, (per Rev. 
Peter Campher, Lovetsville, Va. 5 00 Mr. Storck, ) 00 


J. Eichelberger, Woodsboro’ 5 00 


David Hicks, Clearspring, 4 35 Amount in treasury, $87 60 
D. Schechter, Boonsboro’ 5 00 | 


TuespAy Morninc—9 o’clock, 
The Committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s Account, report— 
That they have carefully compared the vouchers with the same, and find that 
during the past year, the receipts into the treasury have been $224 54, and 
the amount paid out $220 214——-leaving a balance in the hands of the Treasu- 
rer of $24 324. All which is respectfully submitted. 


LEWIS KEMP, 


JACOB FIERY, Committee. 
On motion, 


Resolved, That the President is hereby requested to render the thanks of the 


ministers and lay delegates to the citizens of the place, for the liberal hospi-. 


tality manifested towards them during the continuance of the Synod. 
Brother ScH&FFER, who was appointed at the last Synod to prepare a 


book on Baptism, —. the Synod to exonerate him from the performance 
of said duty. 


On motion, 


Resolved, That Brother Scheffer be discharged from the duty of preparing 
a book on Baptism. 


On motion of Brother ScHZFFER, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare the book on Baptism, 
or otherwise dispose of the subject according to their judgment; and that Rev. 
Dr. Kurtz, B. Kurtz, and J. G. Morris, constitute that committee. 
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The election for the place of holding the next Synod was now voted for, 
which resulted as follows— Cumberland was appointed as the place of next 
synodical meeting, on the Thursday before the third Sabbath of October, 1838. 
On motion, 
Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to transmit to the Treasurer of 
the Parent Education Society, the sum of $50, provided our treasury afiord 
that sum. | 

The Committee of the General Synod’s society for the relief of poor wid- 
ows of deceased clergymen, were instructed to ascertain the circumstances of 


Mrs. Haas, and if indigent, to grant $20 for her relief. 
On motion, 


Resolved, That the examination of the candidates, Messrs. Storck, Kerxier, 
and SmitH, be now commenced. | 

The brethren were examined in the presence of the whole Synod, publicly, 
on the following subjects:—1, on personal religion, and motives for seeking 
the holy office; 2, on the Hebrew language; 3, on the Greek language; 4, on 
evidences of Christianity; 5, didactic theology; 6, church history; 7, pastoral 
theology. 

The Synod took a recess until half past 3 o’clock, P. M. 

Brother Martin preached this morning at 11 o’clock. Text, 1 John v, 11- 


A 


FIFTH SESSION—TveEspay AFtTernoon, 3 0’clock. 


The Synod met this afternoon, according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Brother Sprincer. 
The examination of the candidates for licensure, viz: Rev. Messrs. KEtier, 
Storck, and SMITH, was continued this afternoon. 
Brother Kurtz, who had been appointed to have ordination certificates and 
_ licenses prepared, was excused for not attending to this duty, and was di- 
' rected to prepare them by next Synod. 
: The Committee appointed to receive the Parochial Reports, viz: Brother 
Harkey, Chairman, submitted the following: 
a The Committee, to whom ‘Parochial Reports” were referred, beg leave to 
present the following: 
Rev. J. D. Kurrz, D. D.—No charge. 
Rev. B. Kurtz.—Editor Lutheran Observer. 
Kev. J. Kenter.—Congregations 6; baptisms, infants 60, adults 4; confirma- 
-tions 24; communicants 517; funerals 14; Sunday schools 2; union temper- 
ance societies 3. | 
Rev. M. WacHTER.—Congregations 4; baptisms, infants 104, adults 4; con- 
firmations 50; communicants 503; deaths 40; Sunday schools, 1 Lutheran and 
4 union; union temperance societies 4; prayer meetings 4. Brother W. also 
remarks, “That vital piety seems to be on the advance in his district.” 


\ 
~ 
| 
t 
> 
> 
4 4 
é 


16 


Rev. J. Winter —Congregations 1; baptisms 23; communicants 104; fu- 
nerals 56; Sunday schools 1. | 

Rev. J. G. Morris.—Congregations 1; baptisms 40; communicants 152; 
deaths 6; prayer meetings 3; Sunday sehools 1; teachers 24; scholars 145; 
books in library about 300. Brother Morris reports that, in addition to $250 
contributed by ladies of his church to the Education Society, about $400 have 
- been collected in his church for various other religious enterprizes, during 
the year. 

Rev. C. F.Scuarrer.—-Congregations 2; baptisms, infants 84, adults 1; 
confirmations 16; communicants 302; deaths 38; Sunday schools 2. 3 

Rev. D. J. HAaver.—Congregations 2; baptisms 63; confirmations 12; com- 
municants 380; deaths 11; Sunday schools 4; teachers 24; scholars 160; two 
female and three other prayer meetings. Brother H. also remarks, “That 
the preaching of the gospel, and regular administration of its ordinances, are 
well attended; the benevolent institutions of the church are supported; and, 
during the last two years, God has graciously poured out his spirit upon these 
congregations, and we have reason to believe that many have been Cares 
and the people of God greatly revived.” 

Rev. 8. W. Harkey.—Congregations 2; baptisms, infants 93, adults 2; con- 
firmations 14; communicants 300, deaths 43; Sunday schools, 1 Lutheran and 
2 Union; teachers 60; scholars 350; books in libraries, between 4 and 500 
vols.; bible class 1, composed of about 50 larger Sunday school scholars; 
prayer meetings 3. The affairs of the congregation have been greatly dis- 
turbed during the year, fromm causes known to Synod, but are again happily 
settled, and general peace and harmony restored. Quite a serious state of 
- things has been apparent in the congregation for several months, and a 
number of hopeful conversions have occurred, about twelve or fifteen of 
which came directly under my observation, and soine of them were quite 
remarkable. Many others may have taken place, of which I have no direct 
information. 

Rev. R. We1ser.—Congregations 6; baptisms, infants 85, adults 10; con- 
firmations 51; received by certificate 4; communicants 540; funerals 36; 
Sunday schools 1; teachers 18; scholars 100; prayer meetings 4; inquiry 
meetings 2; union temperance societies 2. Brother W. remarks, “That the 
church officers and members of his congregations are, generally, active and 
zealous in co-operating with their Pastor to win souls—the benevolent insti- 
tutions of the church are supported—and the cause of vital godliness is on 
_ the increase.” Brother W. also gives. a very pleasing account of a recent 
revival of religion in his congregation at Woodsboro’, but as it is too lengthy 
for insertion here, we would only say, that from his account, and our own 
knowledge of it, the awakening was quite extensive, and some of the most 
notorious rebels were subdued by divine grace—the people of God have been 
revived, and much good done. 
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Rev. F. Sprincer.—Congregations 4; baptisms 19; confirmations 3; com- 
municants 80; Sunday schools 1; teachers 14; scholars 60; bible class 1. 
Brother Springer adds, with regard to the general state of religion; “that 
practical obedience to the gospel is steadily increasing.” 

Rev. 8S. OswaLp.—Congregations 4; baptisms, infants 34, adults 3; con- 
firmations 13; communicants 200; deaths 13. 

In addition to ‘the Statistical Table” presented above, the Committee to 
whom the Parochial Reports were referred, would respectfully submit the 
follo wing: 

Many of the brethren have presented additional items, which could not 
conveniently be presented in a table. 

Brother WacuTeER states that there are four union Sunday schools, four 
union temperance societies, and four district prayer meetings. The state of 
religion is prosperous, and vital godliness seems to be on the advance in his 
congregations. 

Brother Haver reports five prayer meetings, and general prosperity in his 
church. He states, ‘‘that for the last two years, God has graciously poured 
out his spirit, revived his people, and brought many from darkness to light, 
and from sin and Satan unto God. | 2 

Brother Harkey reports three prayer meetings, one bible class of about 50 
members, and that vital piety is on the increase in his district. A number of 
interesting conversions have occurred, and we hope soon to see an extensive 
revival of religion in our midst. 

Brother Weiser reports four prayer meetings, two inquiry meetings, and 
that religion is prosperous. An extensive revival of religion has taken place 
in one of his congregations—many have been awakened, and a goodly number 
hopefully converted, among whom were some notorious rebels. 

Brother C. Martin states, that two revivals of religion, one in Martins- 
burg, and another in Shepherdstown, are now in progress—that the awaken- 
ing has been very general, and the number of hopeful conversions has 
amounted to about thirty, principally from the world. Christians have been 
revived, and the cause of Christ is on the advance, Five prayer meetings, 
two social, one young men’s, and two female. 

In attempting to engross the Reports, we find the following to be the result: 

Whole number of congregations 49; infants baptized 815; adults 37; con- 
firmations 340; communicants 4,764; deaths 249; Sunday schools 24; teachers 
179; scholars 1,010. It ought to be remarked, that many of the brethren 


have union Sunday schvols, which are not reported, and that the probable 


number of schools, teachers, and scholars, is about double the number here 
represented, i. e., 48 schools; 358 teachers; 2,020 scholars. 

All the brethren have one or more prayer meetings, but as many of them 
have not reported them, no correct account can be furnished. 
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The cause of temperance is warmly ene by all the brethren, but as 
this is always a union matter, no report can be made. 

Upon the whole, the Committee would congratulate the Synod upon the 
prosperous state of the church within our bounds, and earnestly hope and 
pray that the blessing of God may abide upon us during the ensuing year. 

We would earnestly recommend to the brethren to make their Parochial 
Reports more full and complete hereafter.* 

S. W. HARKEY, Chairman of Committee. 


Resolved, That 500 copies of these proceedings be printed and circulated 
at the discretion of the Secretary, and that the constitution be appended to 
the minutes. 

Upon motion of Brother Harkey, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this body be presented to Brother ScHzrrer 
for his interesting sermon on the Reformation, delivered on Sunday afternoon, 
and that he be requested to furnish the editor of the Lutheran Observer with 
a copy for publication in that paper. 


On motion, 
Resolved, That the Synod adjourn. 


MINISTERIAL SESSION—Four o’olock, P.M. 


Opened with prayer by Brother Kurtz, 

Resolved, That the Synod approve of the licensure of Brothers Ketiear, 
Storck, and Birr e, by the President, and that their licenses be renewed for 
one year. 

Resolved, That Mr. be licensed. 

The Committee to whom the Sermon and Journal of Mr. E. Ketter were 
referred, respectfully beg leave to report—that the Journal evinces a great 
degree of ministerial activity; and that his Sermon furnishes evidence of the 
great care and attention which he bestows upon his pulpit preparations. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Sermons and Journal of Rev’d 
F. SprinGer, beg leave to submit the following: 

The Sermons, which have been examined, are, in the estimation of your 
Committee, good, and evince considerable originality of thought, and such 
preparation for the sacred desk, cannot fail to secure attention and effect 
much good. His Journal also, evinces a great degree of diligence and in- 
dustry in reference to the ministerial office, which is manifest from the fact, 


*The Committee must have overlooked Brother Heitie’s Parochial one I distinctly 
remember ee it to them.—Editor of the Minutes. 
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that during the last synodical year, he preached ninety sermons. Your Com- 
mittee recommend further, that Brother Springer be ordained this evening. 


JOHN WINTER, 
JOHN P. CLINE, : Committee. 


On motion, Resolved, That this report be adopted. 

The Committee to whom the letters, Nos. 3 and 4, were referred, would 
now report—that these communications are subscribed by the councils of the 
congregations at Martinsburg and Shepherdstown, those brethren declare 
their utmost confidence in, and their most ardent attachment to, their pastor, 
the Rev. C. Martin. They pray that he may be continued among them and 
be ordained. Your Committee would move that their prayer be granted. 


JOHN P. CLINE, ; 
HENRY JACOBS, Committee. 


The report was adopted. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That Brothers Ketter, Martin, and Sprincer, be ordained 
to-night. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That new officers of Education and Missionary Society be ap- 
pointed. 
Rev. J. P. CLing, was appointed President; Rev. C. F. Scuzrrer, Vice- 
president; Rev. J. Harpet, Secretary; Rev. D. Haver, Treasurer. 

The Synod adjourned, with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Kurtz, to meet in 
Emmittsburg on the Thursday preceding the third Sunday of October, 1838. 

In the evening, Brothers SmitH and Storck were licensed by the Presi- 
dent, in the presence of a large assembly; and Brothers Martin, SprinGer, 
and KeE_Ler, were ordained. The Kev. B. Kurtz delivered an impressive 
address, and the solemnities of the occasion seemed deeply to affect ministers 
and people. 


MEETING OF THE EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The Education Society of the Maryland Synod, auxiliary to the Parent 
Education Society of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, held its annual 
meeting on Tuesday Evening, October 17th, 1837. ) 

The officers for the ensuing year are: 

Rev’d J. P. CLINE, President. 
C.F. SCHAFFER, Vice-president. 
« J. HARPEL, Secretary. 
« DPD. HAUER, Treasurer. 
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-The Rev. C. F. ScHa&FFer offered, and enforced by some appropriate re- 
marks, the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That we regard with deep regret, the present embarrassments 
in the pecuniary affairs of our country, and the unfavorable influence which 
they have had upon the operations of the Education Society, by diminishing 
the contributions upon which its usefulness depends. 

2. Resolved, That nevertheless we can, by the help of God, surmount all 
difficulties which might impede the progress of the cause of religion; and 
that we will not, by yielding to a temporary check, inflict the serious injury 
on the church, of dismissing any of her present beneficiaries 

3. Resolved, That we will continue and increase our efforts to maintain the 
Education Society, and that our prayers and personal labors in this cause 
shall be continued, in the confident expectation that God will grant ultimate 
and great success. 

The above resolutions were seconded by the Rev. R. Weiser, in a short 
address. 

These resolutions were unanimously passed. 

The Rev. S. W. Harkey then presented, and spoke a short time upon, the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That, in view of the pressing wants of the Parent Education So- 
ciety, and in reliance upon the blessings of Almighty God, the members of this 
Synod pledge themselves to raise $1000 for said society, during the coming 
synodical year. 

The Rev. J. N. HorrMaNn also addressed the society. 

The above resolution was unanimously sustained by the society. 


Collection in the church at |} From Mr. Oswald $ 9 00 
Emmittsburg. $56 10 « Mr. Weiser 94 00 

From the ladies of Brother For one ring purchased by a 
Morris’ church, Balt. 50 00 gentleman 2 00 

From J. G. Morris 5 00 | From J. P. Cline 1 00 

« J. Winter 8 124 «Mr. Harkey 43 75 

«6S. Kehler 17 = Another ring sold 2 00 

© D. Heilig, by J. Kehler 8 Five rings 

C, Martin 31 00 —— 

«© Harpel 7 40 $339 804 

Mr. Hauer 5 4) 


J. HARPEL, Secretary. 


After the meeting was dissolved, the brethren pledged themselves to raise 
the sums annexed to their respective names: 


Mr. Harkey $100 00 | J. Kehler $ 40 00 
Ezra Keller 100 00 C. Martin 100 00 
R. Weiser, 75 00 F. Springer 50 00 
D. Hauer 50 00 C. F. Scheffer 100 00 
J P. Cline 50 00 M. Wachter 50 00 
Thomas Storck 75 00 S. Oswald 50 00 
J G. Morris 150 00 

J. Harpel 4000 | $ 1030 00 
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APPENDIX. 


[A.] 
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO THE SYNOD OF MARYLAND, 


At Emmittsburg, October, 1837. 


Dear BRETHREN, 

Weare called upon to recognize the kind Providence of God, in permit- 
ting us again to assemble in Synod. Various have been our trials during the 
year, but our lives have been spared to meet in our ecclesiastical capacity, 
and we earnestly prey that in all our deliberations we may be guided ‘by the 

spirit of wisdom that is from above. 
It becomes my duty, on this occasion to inform you of the principal events 
that have occurred within our synodical limits during the year, and to recom- 
mend such measures as may be deemed conducive to the welfare of the church. 


On the 19th of February, the Rev. Mr. Harkey, former pastor of Woods- 
boro’ district, was installed Pastor of the church at Fredericktown, and ordained. 

On the 16th of April, the Rev. S. Oswald was ordained io his own church 
at Boonsboro’. Both these brethren were consulted by the President, as to the 
choice of the Committee of Ordination, and it is believed that general satisfac- 
tion was given. 


Installations. 


On the 14th of May, the Rev. Mr. Weiser, who had served the churches in 
Martinsburg, Shepherdstown and vicinity, was installed by me, as Pastor of 
Woodsboro’ district, and it is said that the exercises o° the occasion, from their 
novelty and evident propriety, have resulted in uuch benefit. I would recom- 
mend the strict observance of the resolution passed at the last meeting found on 
page 12 of the minutes, which I will here transcribe that brethren may be 

in reminded of laws of their own enactment: | 

‘‘ Resolved, That hereafter, when ministerial changes occur within our bounds, 
the ceremony of installation, as recommended in our constitution, shall be per- 
formed for brethren, upon assuming their new charge, by a committee ap- 
pointed by the President.” 7 

This of course, embraces those brethren also, who for the first time take 
charge of churches, or who remove into our bounds from other Synods. I re- 
gret that my recommendation of this measure in certain cases was not regard- 
ed during the past year, but I _— that hereafter the observance of the reso- 
lution will be strictly enforced. Great advantages result from the solemnity, 


and it is remarkable that brethren do not feel more solicitude about it. 


Removals. 


In the month of May, the Rev. Mr. Albert, of Manchester district, removed 
from our bounds, and obtained a letter of honorable dismission. 
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* In the month of August, the Rev. D. Miller, of Williamsport district, asked 
and obtained a certificate of honorable dismission, and also removed into the 
bounds of a sister Synod. 

In June the Rev. Mr. Finckel, of Taneytown district, requested a certificate 
of dismission, which was granted, and he has since removed and attached 
himself to the Synod of East Pennsylvania. } 

In September, I also gave by request, a letter of dismission to the Rev. Mr. 
Rizer, of Indiana, to which he was entitled more than a year ago. All these 
brethren were highly esteemed by us, and we hope they may be eminently 
successful in their new fields of labor. te, 


Licenses. 
In June, the Rev. Ezra Keller, took charge of Taneytown district, and asked 


_ and obtained from me a license pro tempore 


In July Mr. D. F. Bittle, of the ‘Theological Seminary, was recommended 
by Dr 8. 8. Schmucker as a as oa dt for licensure, he having received 


acall from some churches in Virginia. A license pro tempore was accordingly 
sent him. 


In August, Mr. T. Storck, of the Seminary, who received and accepted a call 
from Winchester, Va. was also thus recommended, and licensed. 


These three brethren will necessarily have to be examined before their 
licenses can be renewed. 


Additions from other Synods. 


In May, the Rev. C. Martin, a licentiate of East Pennsylvania Synod, 
accepted a call from the churches of Martinsburg and vicinity, having presented 
to me a certificate of dismission from that body. It will be necessary to admit 
him now by your vote. | 


Vacancies. 


There are but two districts vacant in our Synod, that of Williamsport, and 
that of Manchester. I have not been informed what measures these churches 
are at present i to procure the services of ministers, but I hope the. 
Synod will affectionately advise these destitute brethren to settle pastors 


without unnecessary delay. 


Directors of the Seminary. 


You will find it necessary to elect three new members, the time of service of 
one having expired, one having removed, and a lay member having resigned: 
but a more particular statement will be given at the time of the election. 


Recommendations. 


I recommend the earnest consideration of the subject of granting licenses 
ad interim. There is no specific provision for it in the constitution, but yet it 
is practised on the grounds of expediency and long established custom. There 
are some inconveniences attending it, and yet itcould not perhaps be abolish- 
ed without creating difficulties equally great. . 


Commending ourselves, and the interests of the church, to the continual . 
protection of Almighty God, let us, beloved brethren, transact our business in 
mutual love, harmony, and peace, so that His name may receive the glory, 
and our own souls be refreshed by his presence, while the good of Zion is pro- 


JOHN G. MORRIS, President. 


moted by our acts. 
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_ by Synod the previous year.— Passed at Boonsboro’, 1836. 


23 


STANDING RULES OF THE SYNOD OF MARYLAND. 


1. Resolved, That the 31st of October, the anniversary of the Reformation, 
be annually celebrated by holding pnblic worship—or, if it be not convenient, 
it is recommended to be celebrated on the Lord’s day, nearest the 31st of 
October, of each year.— Passed at Baltimore, 1832. 

2. Resolved, That every young gentleman, who intends to apply to this 
Synod for license, make known his intention to the President, at least two 
months previous, and that the President appoint him two subjects, on which 
the applicant shall read written exercises.— Passed at Baltimore, 1832. 

8. Resolved, That it be recommended to all our ministers to attach them- 
selves to the Synods within whose bounds they reside. 24 

4. Resolved, That as a rigid observance of the foregoing resolution might, 
in some instances, subject ministers and churches to serious inconvenience; 
therefore, in such instances, they may attach themselves to that Synod which 
it would be most convenient for them to attend; Provided, the Synods con- 
cerned give their consent.— Passed at Woodsboro’, 1835. 

5. Resolved, That the constitution be so altered as to confine the election 
for officers, after the first ballotting, to the two highest candidates voted for. 

cs assed at Woodsboro’, 1835. 

6. Resolved, That the President of the Synod, after one re-election, shall 
not be re-eligible at the next succeeding election.— Passed at Woodsboro’, 1835. 

7. Resolved, That the pressing wants of our church demand of us the most 
untiring efforts to supply the destitute with a preached gospel, and that we 
regard the gratuitous education of pious and indigent young men for the min- 
istry, as the most efficient means of bringing about that desirable result.— 

Passed at Woodsboro’, 1835. 

8. Resolved, That the A ge we of admitting applicants from sister Synods to 
membership in this Synod, shall hereafter be decided prior to the election of 
the officers of Synod.— Passed at Boonsboro’, 1836. 

9. Resolved, ‘That in future, at every Annual Meeting of this Synod, a ser- 
mon be preached on the subject of the Reformation, by some minister elected 


10. Resolved, That when the directors of the Seminary, ng 20 ted by this 
Synod, absent themselves from any regular meeting of the , they be 
required to explain, at the next meeting of Synod, the causes of their non- 
attendance. — Passed at Boonsboro’, 1836. 

11. Resolved, That hereafter, when ministerial changes occur within our 
bounds, the ceremony of installation, as recommended in our constitution, 
shall be performed for brethren, upon assuming their new charge, by a con- 
mitteee appointed by the President —Passed at Boonsboro’, 1836. 

12. Resolved, That the right of ad interim licensure is hereby vested in 
the President, with the understanding that he exercise this right only in cases 
of emergency, always with caution, and never within three months of an 
approaching Synod.—Passed at Emmittsburg, 1837. 


] 
DIRECTORS OF THE SEMINARY. 
Elected. Time. Expiration. 

Rev. B. Kurrz, 1834, 1839, 
J.P. CLine, 1836, 5, 1841, 
WINTER, 1837, 3, 1840, 
« C.F. ScH2Frer, 1837, 3, 1840, 
Mr. J. BAVGHER, 1833, 5, 1838, 
Col. L. Kemp, 1837, 3, 1840. 
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_ government, the chapters are numbered as a continuation of the former part. 
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[ D. ] 
CONSTITUTION OF DISTRICT SYNODS. 


CHAPTER VIII.*—Of Synods. 


Sec. 1. It was found necessary and profitable in the primitive church, to 
have an occasional meeting of ditferent individual churches, for the purpose of 
consultation and mutual encouragement, in preserving their purity and pro- 
moting their welfare.t his apostolical custom is retained in the Lutheran 
Church, under the name of conference, synod and general synod. 

2. A synod consists of all the ministers and licensed candidates, and an equal 
number of lay-delegates, within a certain district. 

3. The number of lay-votes can never exceed that of the ordained clergymen 
and licentiates: and if a lay delegate be — from a district from which 
there is no minister present in the synod, he shall have a seat and the liberty 
of speech, but no vote. 

4. It shall be the duty of each synod, to see that the rules of government 
and discipline prescribed in this formula, are observed by all the congregations 
and ministers within their bounds; to receive appeals from decisions of church 
councils, and of special conferences when ak brought before them, and 
review and reverse or confirm the decisions to which they refer; to examine and 
decide on all charges against ministers and licentiates, that of heterodoxy alone 
excepted; to form and change ministerial districts; to attend to any business 
relating to their churches, which is regularly brought before them; to provide 
supplies for destitute congregations; and to devise and execute all suitable 
measures for the promotion of piety and the general prosperity of the church, 
not otherwise disposed of in this formula. 

5. To this end the synod and ministerium shall have power to cite any 
church members within their bounds to appear before them; and to endeavor 
to obtain other witnesses, when the case may require it. 

6. If any congregation hitherto in connexion with a synod, should refuse 
to observe the resolutions of said synod, or the provisions of this formula, it 
shall be excluded from connexion with said synod during the time of its refusal; 
nor shall any other synod, nor any Lutheran minister or licentiate, take cha 
of it, without special permission of the president. Provided, however, that if 
the charter of an incorporated congregation be at variance with any articles of 
this formula, said charter shall have precedence of those articles with which it 
is in conflict. . | 

7. Any congregation may become connected with the synod within whose 
bounds it is situated, by acceding to the provisions of this formula, and making . 
some annual contribution towards defraying the necessary expenses of said 
synod. For this purpose an annual collection ought to be held in each con- 
gregation. | | 
_ 8. At least one meeting of each synod shall be held every year, at such time | 
and place as inay have been determined on. 

9. No minister or licentiate shal! be absent from the meeting of the synod 
without the most urgent necessity. In case of his absence, he shall, if possible, 
send to the synod a written apology for his absence. Voluntary ministerial 
engagements shall ‘not be regarded as a sufficient excuse. Any minister or 
licentiate violating the provision of this section, shall be called to account by 
the president at the next meeting. | 


* As the directory for the government of individual congregations, already published in the 
hymn book, and this constitution for synods, are parts of one entire system of Lutheran church 


t Acts xv, 2, 6, 22,23—28. Acts xi, 22, 30; xxi, 17,18 Acts vi. 
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10. These written apologies, as well as all other letters and papers intended 
for the synod or ministerium, ought to be addressed to the pee ent. 

11. The minister of the place in which the synod is held, with the church 
council, shall endeavor to provide for the entertainment of the ministers, can- 
didates and lay-delegates, by Christian friends. : 

12. All the members of the synod shall endeavor to assemble on the evening 
preceding the day appointed. 

13. Divine worship shall be celebrated during the meeting of the synod, as 
often as may be convenient, and consistent with the business of the synod. 

14. Ministers in good standing in other synods, or in any sister churches, 
who may happen to be present, or who appear as delegates from said bodies 
may be received as advisory members, but cannot vote in any decisions of the 


synod. 


CHAPTER |LX.—Officers of the Synod. 


Sec. 1. The officers of each synod, shall be a President, Secretary and 
Treasurer, who are also the officers of the Ministerium. 

2. All these officers are annually chosen by ballot, from the ordained 
ministers regularly belonging to the synod, by a majority of the votes of the 
ministers, licentiates and lay-delegates present’ The president shall not be eli- 
gible for more than two successive years; the other officers for more than three. 

83. President.—The President shall deliver a synodical discourse at the meet- 
ing of every — and he shall, in connexion with the pastor of the place, 
appoint the other individuals who are to preach during the session. 

4. He shall, at the beginning of every synod, make a written report of all 
the official business transacted and letters received by him since the last 
meeting, and of all the important events which have occurred ow to his 
synod, and may recommend for their consideration any measures, which he 
may deein necessary or calculated to promote the cause of God. This report 
<— laid on the table, and dealt with as with all other papers coming before 
the 

5. lr at all the meetings of the synod and ministerium. 

6. The president has a right to take part in the discussions as well as any 
other member. When the se is equally divided on any question, he has 
the casting vote. In all other cases he has no suffrage, except when an elec- 
tion is made by ballot, and then he has not the casting vote. 

7. The president shall preserve order, not suffer more than one meimber to 
speak at a time, secure to each person liberty to speak without interruption 
a wenn and shall prevent a speaker from deviating from the subject before 

e house. . 

8. The president shall take care that each subject be duly considered before 
a decision be made. He shall distinctly rehearse each motion, when no one has 
7 further observations to oifer, and take the votes of the house on the same. 

. When the votes are called for, they are to be given simply by yea, and 
nay; and no further observations are then admissible. 

10. The ident has the appointinent of all committees which are not to 
be elected by ballot, or otherwise: and avery Sanan for the formation of a 
committee shall specify in what way it is to be formed. : 

11. [t is an important part of his duty to give counsel to every member of 
the synod, when he deems it expedient, and particularly to admonish and 
advise every erring brother. If accusation has been lodged against any mem- 
ber of this body, according to Chap. ILI. § 5, or if he has reason to believe 
that any minister or licentiate is living in any material violation of the rales of 
this formula, it shall be his duty to call upon the individual to relieve -+his char- 
acter from said imputation, before the synod or ministerium. 

12. Should the president remove from the limits of the synod or depart 
this life, then the secretary shall succeed him, and discharge the duties of the 
president, until the next synod. 
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13. Secretary.—The Secretary shall keep a faithful and accurate account of 
all the proceedings of the synod and ministerium; carefully preserve all the 
apersy the seal, &c. of the synod, subject to their direction, and shall do all 

e official writing of the synod not otherwise provided for. 

14. He shall give notice (either by circular or in the public papers, as each 
synod may direct) to each minister and licentiate belonging to the synod, of 
the time and place of the synodical meeting, at least six weeks previous to 
the time appointed. 

15. He is to keep a register of the names of all the ministers and licensed 
candidates, arranged according to their age in office, and also of the congrega- 
tions, whether vacant or not, connected with the synod. ' 

16. If the accumulation of business should render it necessary, the president 
may appoint an assistant secretary, whose office shall expire at the close of 
the meeting of the synod. 

17. If in the recess of the synod, the secretary should remove into the bounds 
of another synod, or should depart this life, the president shall require the ar- 
chives, the seal and all other property of the synod to be delivered to him, and 
shall retain the charge of them until the next session of the synod, when he 
shall appoint a secretary pro tem. | 

18. Unless the archives are otherwise disposed of by the synod, they shall 
be in the charge and custody of the secretary. Any minister or delegate of a 
congregation connected with said synod, shall have free access to them; but no 
part of them shall be allowed to be taken away or destroyed. 

19. Treasurer.—The Treasurer shall take charge of all the moneys belonging 
to the synod, and shall keep them subject to its order. He shall a 

resent at each annual meeting, a detailed and faithful account of the state of 

e treasury. 

20. Should the treasurer, during the recess of the synod, remove out of the 
bounds of the synod, or be removed by death, the president shall have all the 
moneys, certificates, bonds and documents belonging to the synod, delivered 
into is hands, and shall have the charge of them, until the next synodical 
session. 


CHAPTER X.—Other Members of a Synod. 


Sec. 1. It is the — of every ordained minister, licentiate and lay-delegate 
of every synod, not only to observe the provisions of this constitution himself, 


oa also, as far as is in his power, see that it is obeyed by all connected with 


2. Ordained Ministers and Licentiates or Candidates.—It is recommended to 
every ordained minister and licentiate, to aid in circulating among the mem- 
bers of his charge, the books proposed by the synod and general synod for use. 

8. No minister or licentiate shall interfere with the congregations of another, 
by preaching or performing other ministerial duties in them, except by his 
request or consent, if present; nor in his absence, if he have reason to think 
that any evil would result to said church. 

4. Any minister or licentiate in good standing, who removes from the bounds 
of one synod into those of another, shall, on application to the president, receive 
a certificate under his signature, of his honorable dismission, and such a cer- 
tificate shall be required by the synod into which he removes, when he applies 
for admission into it. 

5. Every ordained minister has the right to leave his charge and remove to 
another whenever he believes it his duty todo so; yet he must give the presi- 
dent timely notice of his intended removal 

6, A licensed candidate shall have liberty to visit vacant ar ge 7p either 
upon receiving an invitation from them, or upon the advice of the synod or 
president. 
7. After a licentiate has a stated charge he shall be restricted to it, and shall 


not resign it, without the consent of the ministerium, or, in its recess, of the 
president. | 
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8. A licentiate has power to perform all the ministerial functions during the 
time specified in his license. 

9. In addition to the obligations of ministers, specified, (Chap. IIT. § 1.) it 
is the duty of licentiates Poors to devote al) their leisure time to their 

rsonal improvement and knowledge and grace; to receive counsel from the 
president, and to apply to him for ta in cases of difficulty. 
«+10. et licentiate must keep a general journal of his ministerial acts, 
which, with a few sermons of his own composition, he must deliver or send 
annually, for the inspection of the ministerium. | 

11. -Delegates.—Each lay-delegate, entitled to a seat by this constitu- 
tion, shall have eyual rights with the ministers in all business belonging to the 


synod; that is, may take part in the debates, offer resolutions and vote on all 
synodical questions. 


CHAPTER XI.— Order of Business. 


It is recommended, that the transactions of the synod be conducted as follows: 

Sec. 1. At the time appointed for the meeting, the members resend shall as- 
semble; and if four ordained ministers, and two lay-delegates be present, they 
shall constitute a quorum. 
2. The president shall open the first session, by a prayer, after the brethren 
have unitedly sung anhymn. And every session of the synod and ministerium 
shall be opened and closed with prayer. In the absence of the president, the 
first prayer shall be made by the secretary; and if he also be absent, by one of 
the elder ministers present. 

8. After prayer the secretary shall call the names of all the ordained minis- 
ters and licentiates belonging to the synod, and note the absentees. 

4. The lay-delegates shall then exhibit the certificates of their apointment, 
and their names be registered by the secretary as meinbers of the synod. 

5. The president shall make his report (Chap. IX. § 4.) as the last official 
act of Ins office, and then inform the members, that , 

6. The election of officers for the ensuing year, is now to be attended to. 


7. Admission of delegates or ministers from other ecclesiastical bodies, ac- 
cording to Chap. VIII. § 14. 


8. The minutes of the last synod inay be read. 

9. All papers intended for the synod or ministerium, are to be handed in; 
and verbal notice may be given of any important business intended to be brought 
before the synod. 

10. The secretary shall then number the papers as arranged by the president, 
after which they shall be taken up and discussed before the whole house in 
numerical order, or be first referred to committees, as the house may direct. 
The reports of committees may be heard and acted on at any time, and the 
intervals filled up by succeeding items. 

11. Each minister shall be called on by the secretary for the record of per- 
sons baptized and confirmed, as well as of the regular communing members 


belonging to his churches; (Chap. IV. § 11.) as also the number of schools. 
12. The treasurer's account shall be heard. 


13. The number of vacant congregations be inquired into, and provision 
made for them. 


14. Promiscuous business. 

15. Election of delegates to the general synod, or to other ecclesiastical 
bodies, and of directors of the theological seminary at Gettysburg. | 

i6. Choice of the time and place for the next meeting of synod. 

17. Dissolution of the synod, and annunciation of the time of the ministerial 
session. 
_ 18. Should the president or secretary be absent at the pers time for open- 
ing a session, the members present may elect others pro tempore. 


CHAPTER XII.—Process against a Minister. 
Sec. 1. As the honor and success of the gospel depend very much on the 
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character of its ministers, every synod ought to guard with the utmost care 
and impartiality the conduct of its members. 

2 All Christians should be very cautious in giving credit or circulation to 
an ill report of any man, and especially of a winister of the gospel; if any man 
knows a minister to be guilty of a private censurable fault, he should warn him 
in private. If this prove fruitless, he should apply to the church council, who 
shall roceed as specified in Chap. IIL. 9 5. 

8. If accusation be lodged according to Chap. III. § 5, with the president, 

within four months of the time of the next g een meeting, he shall defer 
the matter to said meeting; yet, if the charge be one of drunkenness, lewdness, 
circulating fundamental errors in doctrine, or a higher criine, he shall immedi- 
ately direct the accused to suspend all his ministerial duties, until his case is 
decided. If such accusation is lodged with the president, at an earlier date, he 
shall, if the charge be one of drunkenness, lewdness, circulating fundamental 
error in doctrine, or higher crime, immediately give notice to all the members 
of the conference district to which the accused belongs, tu meet without delay 
at a suitable place, and institute a formal investigation oi the case, according 
to the principles of this formula. The chairman oi said conference district, 
shall immediately fix the time and place of the meeting, and = at least fifteen 
days notice of the same to each minister in the district, an to the parties 
concerned. 
4. If the synod is not divided into conference districts, the president shall 
appoint a committee of three ordained ministers, shall fix the time and place 
of their meeting, and give all the notices as above required of the chairman of 
the conference district. 

5. Any three inembers of the conference or of the committee above named, 
shall have power to proceed and hold a fair and impartial investigation of the 
case, and to take all such measures as may be just and necessary to determine 
the guilt or innocence of the accused 

6. If the accused confess, and the matter be base and flagitious, such as 
drunkenness, lewdness, circulating fundamental error in doctrine, or a higher 
crime, however penitent he may be, he must immediately be suspended from 
the exercise of his office, and if thought expedient, a time be appointed for him 
publicly to confess to the congregation, and the world, his gu t and penitence. 

7. If a minister, accused of atrocious crimes, being duly notified, refuses 
to attend the investigation, he shall still be iinmediately suspended from office. 

8. If the accused deny the charge, and yet, on examination of the evidence, 
is found guilty, the conference or committee shall nevertheless proceed to 

sentence on him. 

9. The highest punishment which can be inflicted by a special conference 
or committee, appointed as above specified, is suspension from clerical func- 
tions; and this sentence is to be reported to the next meeting of the synod, 


and = sess in force until reve by the synod or ministerium, as the case 
may be. 


10. Any minister, intending to appeal from the decision of a conference or 


committee, shall give notice of it to his accusers within three weeks of the 
time beng the decision was made, that both parties may be prepared for a 
new 

11. Special conferences, not specially convened for the purpose, may attend 
to any charges of importance against a minister within their bounds, if all the 
parties concerned are prepared and willing to proceed. 

12. If at any time accusation be lodged with the president, according to 
Chap. ITI. § 5, for a less crime than those above specified. (§ 3,) he shall take 
no other steps in the case than to write a letter to the accused and accusers, 
exhorting them to mutual forbearance, and referring them to the next synod. 

13 If accusation against a minister be made immediately to the synod, and 
the synod believe themselves in possession of all the evidence necessary to a 
Just decision, the case may be immediately examined and sentence passed. But 
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if the necessary evidence be not before them, and the crime be such as specified 
in § 8, they shall appoint a meeting of the conference to which the accused 
belongs, or, if there be no conference district, of a committee, who shall pro- 
ceed as above specified. mage 

14. If a minister be found guilty of drunkenness, fundamental heresy, 
lewdness, or higher crimes, his sentence of suspension shall not be removed 
until alter some time of penitent, humble, and edifying conduct. And he 
cannot be restored by any judicatory than the synod, or by the ministerium, 
if his case was one of fundamental heresy. 

15. If the common report of a minister’s guilt of any of the charges above 
specified, be such as seriously to injure the cause of religion, and his own 
churches do not proceed against him, it shall be the duty of any other min- 
ister or layman, having obtained two other signatures of credible men, to 
report the case to the president. 


CHAPTER XIII.—Vacant Congregations. 


Sec. 1 Vacant congregations, which cannot be immediately supplied with 
a minister, are advised to assemble on the Lord’s day, to select some member 
of the church of suitable capacities and character to conduct the exercises, 
and engage in the worship of God, as recommended in Chap VII. § 1. 

2. It is also recommended, that at these meetings, a portion of the scrip- 
tures, of the prayers contained in the liturgy, or some select sermon, such as 
are approved by the president of the synod, be read. 


CHAPTER XIV.—Of Missions. 


As the blessed Saviour left to his followers the command, “Go ye and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, and teaching thein to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you,”’* the synods shall regard it as a sacred duty to adopt, 


from time to time, such measures as they may deem best calculated to exe- 
cute this solemn injunction. 


CHAPTER XV.—Election of Delegates and Directors. 


The election of delegates to the general synod and of directors of the theo- 
logical «eminary at Gettysburg, shall always be held by ballot; and a licensed 
candid.. e shall not be eligible to either of these offices. 


CHAPTER XVI.—Special Conferences. 


Sec. 1. It is earnestly recommended that each synod divide itself into two 
or more districts, for the purpose of holding special conferences; which may 
be held either on a week day or Sabbath. 

2. It is desirable, where ministers do not live too far a that at least two 
conferences should be held annually in each district hey ought to last two 
days; and the chief business to be oot eae at them is to awaken and con- 
vert sinners, and to edify believers by close ee preaching of the gospel. 

8. The state of religion in the churches of the district ought to be inquired 
into, and at least an hour be spent by the conference alone in conversation on 
the subjects relating to pastoral experience. : 

4. These districts ought to contain between five and ten ministers; and 
when the number becomes greater, a new district ought to be formed 

5. These conferences ought to be held alternately, in some congregation of 
each minister and licentiate belonging to the district. 

6. Special conferences may examine into any business of congregations 
which is regularly referred to them, and give their advice; but no conference 
shall, under any pretext whatever, perform any business connected with the | 
licensure or ordination of candidates for the ministry. | | 


*Matt. xxviii, 19, 20. 
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”. Lay-delegates may also be sent to these conferences, under the same 
regulations as to synods, if it is thought advisable by the synod. 


CHAPTER XVII.—Ministerial Session. 


Sec. 1. The clergy shall then hold a meeting consisting exclusively of 
scripture elders, that is, preachers,* for the purpose of attending to those 
duties which Christ and his apostles enjoined upon them alone, viz: examl- 
nation, licensure, and ordination of candidates for the ministry. This meetin 
is called the ministerium or presbytery,t by which in scripture is mean 
ministers alone. 

2. Licensed candidates may be present at the ministerial meeting, unless 
requested to withdraw, and may take part in the discussions but have no 
vote. 

8. The ministerium shall also be the proper wp whom all charges of 
heresy against a minister, are to be examined and deci 
from the decision of a church council on a charge of heresy 
or from the decision of a special conference on a similar c against a 
minister. 

4. When ordained ministers of other religious denominations make appli- 
cation for admission into connexion with a synod, the ministerium shall be 
the body to decide on the case. 

5. A _ of two-thirds of the ordained ministers shall be required, 
either for the licensure of an applicant as weil as the renewal of his license, 
or the ordination of a licensed candidate, or the admission of an ordained 
minister of another denomination. 

6. No minister or licentiate, coming from a foreign country, shall be re- 
ceived as a member of this synod, until after a residence of two years in this 
country, and unexceptionable deportment during that time. Excepting only, 
that if an ordained minister comes well recommended for piety and learning, 
by a consistorium, or a number of individuals, known to the ministerium as 
orthodox and evangelical, and if the ministerium believe that they can safely 
confide in the testimonials, they may receive him for twelve months, after 
which the vote for his permanen: reception as a regular member shall be 
taken, and the case decided according to § 5. | 

7. All business, not specifically entrusted to the ministerium in this for- 
mula, shall belong to the synod. | | 

8. The order of business in the ministerium may be as follows: 

1—After the session has been opened with prayer, the president shall com- 
municate any business which he may have to report or propose. 

2—The licentiates shall hand in their licenses, sermons, ee which 
ought if possible be read to the licentiate before the whole y- If want of 
time renders this inconvenient, committees ought then to be appointed to 
examine and report on them. | 

for licensure are examined. 

4—Aiter the examination of the applicants, and of the sermons and journals 
of licentiates, the applicants and licentiates may be desired to withdraw, and 
the question of their licensure and renewal of license or ordination, be dis- 
cussed and decided. | 

5—The licensure and ordination may be performed either in the ministe- 
rium, or at an appointed hour, before a promiscuous assembly. 

6—Promiscuous matters, relative to ministerial business, may then be 
attended to. 

7—Some time shall then be spent in conversation on pastoral experience. 

8—The session closed, as directed, Chap. XI. § 2. 


CHAPTER XVIII.-——Examination and Licensure of Candidates. 
Sec. 1. The examination shall be conducted by an examining committee of 


*Acts xx, 17, 28. +1 Tim. iv, 14. 


ed; as also all appeals 
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two or more ordained ministers, appointed for the pu at the meeting of 
the previous year, or by a committee appointed at the time. As these examina- 
tions may be highly interesting and useful to the whole ministerium, and 
will be more faithfully performed if public, it is earnestly recommendedithat 
they be before the whole 

$. After the examination by the committee is ended, every member of the 
ministerium has the right to ask the applicant any additional questions. 

8. The examination shall embrace at least the following subjects, viz: per- 
sonal piety and the motives of the applicant for seeking the holy office, the 
Greek and Hebrew seriptures, the evidences of christianity, natural and 
revealed theology, church history, pastoral theology, the rules of sermonizing 
and church government. rt 

4. No ministerium shall, in any case whatever, license an individual whom 
they do not believe to be hopefully pious. Nor shall any applicant, extraor- 
pe 4 cases excepted, be licensed, whom the ministerium do not find pos- 

of a competent acquaintance with the subjects named in § 3, the He- 
brew language alone excepted. : 

5. The ceremony of licensure shall be performed as follows, viz: after an ad- 
dress from the president as prescribed in the liturgy, he shall read the duties 
and privileges of licentiates, in Chap. X. § 6—10, and then propose to him 
the following questions: 

1—Do you believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the 
word of God, and the only infallible rule of faith and practice?* 

2—Do you believe that the fundamental doctrines of the word of God are 
taught in a manner substantially correct in the doctrinal articles of the Augs- 
burg Confession?t 

3—Do you promise, by the aid of God, Sit von to perform all the duties 
enjoined on you in this formula, and to submit yourself to its rules of govern- 
ment and discipline, so long as you remain a member of a Lutheran synod?t{ 

6. These questions being answered in the affirmative, the president offers 
up a suitable prayer, delivers him his license, and concludes with a short 

dress, as directed in the liturgy. 

7. All licenses shall extend to the time of the next annual meeting of the 
ministerium, and shall be renewed as a matter of course, whether the licen- 
tiate be present or not, unless satisfactory reasons are known to thé ministe- 
rium, which render a renewal inexpedient. And if, for any reason, no meetin 
be held at the appointed time, the licenses granted by said ministerium 
remain in force, until revoked at a subsequent meeting. 

8. If a licentiate, after some time of probation, does, in the judgment of 
the ministerium, prove himself unqualified for the duties of the ministry, his 
license shall be withdrawn. 


CHAPTER XIX.— Ordination. 


Sec. 1. Whenever the ministerium has decided that an individual shall be 
ordained, the ceremony may be performed, either at the time by the assembled 
ministerium, or if preferred, in the church by which he has been called, by 
the special conference, or by a committee appointed for the purpose by the 

resident. 
x 2. The ceremony of ordination, wherever performed, shall be as follows, 
viz: 

1—A sermon shall be preached by a person previously appointed, on the 
nature, duties, and responsibilities of the ministerial office. 

2—The president of the ministerium, or chairman of the conference or 
committee, shall then, after a short address, such as is contained in the liturgy, 
propose to the candidate the following questions: 


*2 Tim. iii, 16. Eph. ii, 20. t Tim. i,13. {2 Peter v, 5. 
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1—Do you believe the scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be the 
word of , and the only infallible rule of faith and practice? 

2—Do you believe that the fundamental doctrines of the word of God, are 
taught in a manner substantially correct, in the doctrinal articles of the 
Augsburg Confession? 

8—Do you promise, by the aid of God, faithfully to perform all the duties 
enjoined on you in this formula, and to submit yourself to its rules of govern- 
ment and discipline, so long as you remain a member of any Lutheran synod? 
4—Do you believe that, in seeking the ministerial office, you are influenced 
by a sincere love to God your Saviour, and desire to promote his glory in the 
welfare of men? 

5—Do you promise faithfully and zealously to preach the truths of the 
gospel! of _ Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as contained in the Holy 

riptures 

6—These questions being answered in the affirmative, the. candidate shall 
kneel down, when the president or presiding minister shall ordain him after 
the apostolic example by prayer* and the laying on of hands of the ministry,t 
i.e presbytery he candidate shall then rise, and the officiating minister, 
and after him the ordained ministers present shall take him by the right hand 
and welcome him to take part in the ministry with them.t (The ceremonies 
may then be concluded by the benediction. But if the ordination was per- 
formed in a church to which he is called, the presiding minister shall proceed 
without any interruption with the ceremonies of installation.) 


CHAPTER XX.—Jnstallation, 


Sec. 1. He shall then propose to the minister just ordained, this question, 
viz: 

Are you willing to take charge of this congregation, and do you promise, by 
ae grace of { faithfully to discharge the duties of a Christian pastor to 

em! 


2. This question being answered in the affirmative, the president shall ask 
the congregation: 

Do you desire to receive as the regular pastor of your church, (or 
churches,) to which you have given him acall? And do you promise faith- 
fully to discharge towards him the duties which a Christian congregation owe 
to their pastor? | | 

These questions being answered in the affirmative, the presiding minister 
shall solemnly pronounce the individual installed to be the regular pastor of 
said charge; and conclude with the benediction. 

3. If a minister already ordained, is to be installed, the ceremony of instal- 
lation shall be preceded by a sermon on the relation between a minister and 
the people of his charge, or on some other suitable subject, by a person previous- 
ly appointed. The minister shall then be formally installed, according to § 1, 2; 
after which, a charge may be delivered by a minister previously appointed, to 
the pastor and his people on their respective duties, and the whole be closed 
with a benediction. | 


P.S. As different synods might differ in opinion relative to matters of a 
minor nature, so many particulars only as are necessary to general uniformity, 
and harmony of operation among the churches, were introduced into this for- 
mula. Bach synod adopting this constitution, has the power to form such by - 
laws as may seem proper to itself. 


* Acts xiii, 2,3. $1 Tim. iv, 14. Acts i, 25. 
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